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March 19, 2026
The Honorable Tom Cole The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Chairman Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
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Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Cole and Ranking Member DeLauro,

I am requesting funding for the CyberSmart: A Cyber Safety and STEM Learning Program
project in Fiscal Year 2027. The entity to receive funding for this project is the National
Association of Police Athletic Activities Leagues Inc., located at 601 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
South Building, Suite 900 Washington, DC 20004. The funding would be used for the
implementation and assessment throughout Maryland PAL chapters of a pilot cyber safety and
STEM learning program, CyberSmart, aimed at protecting youth from cyber bullying, luring
youth into criminal activity, human trafficking, and sexual exploitation, theft, and fraud, while
also teaching STEM skills and career awareness. The project is an appropriate use of taxpayer
funds because it will help Maryland youth to recognize and avoid online risks such as scams,
phishing, and malware. Additionally, CyberSmart provides a platform for law enforcement and
youth to engage in meaningful connections and discussions related to the growing challenge of
youth-targeted cybercrime on social media, gaming, and Al platforms.

The project has a Federal nexus because the funding provided is for purposes described in
section 501 of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. § 10152).

I certify that I have no financial interest in this project, nor does anyone in my immediate family.

Sincerely,
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Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress
2263 Rayburn House Office Building 1010 Park Avenue, Suite 105 754 Frederick Road
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